The purpose of the International Scientific-Practical Conference Innovations in Autism Interventions: Research and Practice of DIRFloortime® is to share the experience of helping children with ASD using the DIRFloortime® model. This article describes the conference results and its significance for dissemination of modern technologies and various approaches to helping children with autism in Russia: 425 professionals and parents from 32 constituent entities of the Russian Federation and 6 foreign countries took part in this conference, 357 of them received certificates confirming the DIR 101 course training.
for understanding the specifics and possibilities of the approach in interventions for children with ASD: -Understanding ASD from DIRFloor-time® prospective.
-DIRFloortime® as an interdisciplinary model of working with children with ASD that includes fields such as occupational therapy, speech-language pathology, psychology and education.
-Specifics of the DIRFloortime® model with regards to working with children with ASD -DIRFloortime® methodology: assessing individual characteristics of children with ASD.
-Types of developmental support for children with ASD within the DIRFloortime® approach.
-Types of support for children with behavioral challenges using the DIRFloortime® model.
-DIRFloortime® strategies within individual and small group situations.
The conference program was intensive and multi-format: lectures, workshops, discussions. Participants who attended the conference had different goals and expectations. Some specialists were interested in professional growth and wished to get acquainted with the possibilities of the approach that has been increasingly used in interventions for children with ASD, including in the Russian Federation. Some wanted to extend and improve their understanding of the DIRFloortime® approach after having received the information from expert practitioners, to get an opportunity to ask questions that arose after reading the materials about the approach in print sources or Internet resources. There were students among the participants, seeking to enrich their professional knowledge and get acquainted with new modern approaches that are used in different countries in the assistance system for children with ASD. There were specialists with many years of experience working with children with disabilities, including children with ASD.
The number of children with ASD is rapidly growing. The spectrum is large, with each child having his unique characteristics, which encourages specialists to search for new effective practices that will help find an individual approach to each child, to successfully assist children and their families.
During the round table DIRFloortime® in the Spectrum of Developmental Approaches: Similarities, Differences, Perspectives of Cooperation, which opened the final day of the conference, participants were able to see how much there is in common between the Russian approaches: the emotional and semantic approach developed at the Institute of Corrective Pedagogy, the environmental approach used by the specialists of the Center for Curative Education, and the DIRFloortime® approach. First of all, these involve following the child's lead, focusing on individual characteristics, on engaging the family in the process, and the sequence of progress in the child's development. Perhaps, the similarity was one of the reasons for the high interest of specialists in this conference. It was important for all participants to find out what are the differences between these approaches and the advantages of each. Four hundred twenty five participants from 32 constituent entities of the Russian Federation and 6 foreign countries (USA, Canada, Tunisia, Belarus, Estonia, Kazakhstan) attended the conference in Moscow to get acquainted with the experience of helping children with autism spectrum disorders using the DIRFloortime® model. The conference was attended by educational psychologists, speech pathologists, speech therapists, educators, teachers, tutors, social workers, parents raising children with ASD, students of relevant universities, heads of organizations.
The remarkable thing was that the participants who attended the full three days of the conference, and this is 357 individuals, received the certificates not only confirming their par-
